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A hearing aid is an electro Styles of Hearing Aids
acoustic apparatus which (
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) G ) ear canal
typically fits in or behind the \ @‘

wearer's ear, and is designed to
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) Behind-the-ear (BTE) “Mini” BTE
amplify and modulate sound for

the wearer. There are many @ @
types of hearing aids (also \ L \ \
known as hearing instruments), | in-the-ear (TE) In- the canal (ITC)
which vary in size, power and

circuitry. j

Common types of
Completely-In-cannal (CIC)

Hearing Aids

Behind the ear aids (BTE)

BTE aids consist of a case, a tube and an ear mold. The case is
small and made of plastic. It fits behind the pinna (ear). BTES can
be used for mild to profound hearing losses. Recent innovations in
BTEs include miniature BTEs with thin hair-like sound tubes.
Miniature BTEs are generally used for mild to moderate high

frequency losses.

In the ear aids (ITE)

These devices fit in the outer ear bowl (called the concha); they are
sometimes visible when standing face to face with someone. ITE
hearing aids are custom made to fit each individual's ear. They can

be used in mild to some severe hearing losses.

Receiver in the Canal/Ear (RIC/RITE)

At a first glance, these devices are similar to the BTE aid. There is
however one crucial difference: The speaker (‘receiver') of the
hearing aid is placed inside the ear canal of the user and thin
electrical wires replace the acoustic tube of the BTE aid. For the
majority of people this is one of the most cosmetically acceptable

hearing device types.

In the canal (ITC), mini canal (MIC) and
completely in the canal aids (CIC)

ITC aids are smaller, filling only the bottom half of the external ear.
You usually cannot see very much of this hearing aid when you are
face to face with someone. MIC and CIC aids are often not visible
unless you look directly into the wearer's ear. These aids are
intended for mild to moderately-severe losses. CICs are usually not
recommended for people with good low frequency hearing, as the
occlusion effect is much more perceivable.

Invisible In canal hearing aids (IIC)

This type of hearing aid fitting is not visible when worn. This is
because it fits deeper in the canal than other types, so that it is out
of view even when looking directly in to the ear bowl (concha).lIC
types are most suitable for users up to middle age, but are not

suitable for more elderly people.

Extended wear hearing aids

Extended wear hearing aids are hearing devices that are
non-surgically placed in the ear canal by a hearing professional.
While traditional BTE or ITC hearing aids require daily insertion and
removal, extended wear hearing aids are worn continuously and
then replaced with a new device. Users can change volume and
settings without the aid of a hearing professional. The devices are
very useful for active individuals because their design protects
against moisture and ear wax and can be worn while exercising,
showering, etc. Because the device’s placement within the ear
canal makes them invisible to observers, extended wear hearing
aids are popular with those who are self-conscious about the
aesthetics of BTE or ITC hearing aid models.

Open Fit

"Open-fit" or "Over-the-Ear" OTE hearing aids are small
behind-the-ear type devices. This type is characterized by a small
plastic case behind the ear, and a very fine clear tube running into
the ear canal. They are limited to moderately severe high frequency
losses. Names of acceptable hearing aid companies: Widex,
Siemens, Phonak, Hansaton, Danavox.



Bone Anchored Hearing Aids (BAHA)

BAHA is an auditory prosthetic device which can be surgically
implanted. The BAHA uses the skull as a pathway for sound to
travel to the inner ear. For people with conductive hearing loss, the
BAHA bypasses the external auditory canal and middle ear,
stimulating the functioning cochlea. For people with unilateral
hearing loss, the BAHA uses the skull to conduct the sound from

the deaf side to the side with the functioning cochlea.

Personal programmable or consumer
programmable

The personal programmable, consumer programmable, consumer
adjustable, or self programmable hearing aid allows the consumer
to adjust their own hearing aid settings to their own preference

using any PC.

Note:
Hearing aids are incapable of truly correcting a hearing loss; they
are an aid to make sounds more accessible.tt
Adjustment to hearing aids
« The occlusion effect is a common complaint, especially for
new users. Though if the aids are worn regularly, most
people will become acclimated after a few months. If the
effect persists, an audiologist can sometimes further tune
the hearing aid(s).
« The initial fitting appointment is rarely sufficient, and
multiple follow-up visits are often necessary. Most
audiologists will recommend an up to date audiogram at

the time of purchase and at subsequent fittings.
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