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PAP SMEAR TEST

The Pap test
This test came to use more than 50 years ago. It has helped to reduce the incidence of cervical cancer. This test finds out if
changes are there in cervical cells which could lead to precancerous changes and cancer.

What is Pap test?
Cervix is that part of uterus opening out side in vagina. Cell in cervix can undergo changes. The abnormal cells if present can
become precancerous. If identified by periodic examination necessary action can be taken.

Cause
Human papilloma virus passed during intercourse are the causative agent. Generally the infection due to virus goes away. But
sometimes persists and causes changes in cervical cells, referred as dysplasia (Precancerous).

How is Pap test carried out?
Outpatient procedure takes less than a minute.
The cells from cervix are removed and tested.

Who should have Pap test and how often?

Above 21 years of age

Younger than 30years — every 2 years.

Women aged 30years and above — every 2years (sometimes every three years)
And if three test are — negative then every 3 years. (But not in all circumstances)

When to stop.
At age 65-70 years can stop if earlier three pap smear reports were normal. (Except in special circumstances like - if sexually
active, has multiple sex partners and pap smears were abnormal.)

Hysterectomy done. Consult doctors.

Result is abnormal?

Does not mean there is cancer it takes years for abnormal cells to changes to cancer cells. If mild abnormality is present. Possible
it will go away. You may have to repeat the test. If required may have to do HPV (human pappiloma virus DNA) test. May have to
do colposcopy and colposcopy directed biopsy.

Is Pap test always accurate? No it can be normal even if reported abnormal. In certain circumstances and vice versa. (False
positive and False negative).

Finally
The Pap test finds cell changes that may lead to cancer cervix. Routine Pap test can help find abnormal calls. Your doctor can
suggest follow up.
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