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What do you mean by Adenoids?

Adenoids are a mass of lymphoid tissues situated behind the
nose. It helps in development of body immunity, particularly in the
early stages of life, along with other lymphoid tissues of the body.

What are the problems caused by adenoids?
The problems caused by adenoids are basically:
a) Nasal— Nasal obstruction, nasal discharge, sinusitis.

b) Aural—  Ear-ache, hearing loss, fluid in the middle ear,
infection in the middle ear.
c) General — Mouth breathing, snoring, overcrowding of
teeth, change of voice, discomfort in the throat and heart

failure in longstanding cases.

What is mainstay of treatment of adenoids?

In case of marked symptoms, surgery is advised, which is referred to
as Adenoidectomy. After the surgery, the child should be trained to
breathe through the nose with mouth closed.

What is the role of medical treatment?

Medical treatment is helpful only in mild cases. It consists of
Antihistaminics, Decongestants and simple nasal breathing
exercises whereby the nasal obstruction can be minimized.

Is the surgery safe?
Yes, it is a relatively safe surgery done under General Anaesthesia.

What about the surgical scar?

No external scar is detectable, as the surgery is performed through
open mouth. Endoscopic removal of adenoids is also being practiced
these days.

What is the function of tonsils?
Tonsils, with other lymphoid tissues of the body, are responsible for
development of body immunity.

What is the treatment for tonsillitis?

Essentially medical treatment consists of Antibiotics, Antiseptic
gargles and lot of fluids. Tonsillectomy is indicated in patients who
suffer from 3-4 attacks of tonsillitis in one year.

What happens if tonsillitis is left untreated?

Tonsillitis, if left untreated or inadequately treated, infection can
spread to the surrounding tissues. It can go down to the neck and
chest which can be life-threatening. So do consult your doctor at the
earliest.
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